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r.K tlnn half a century a so
Si rfirr Smvnril nnenod
negotiations with Denmark
for thr rurohnse of the
Islands of the West Indies

Although his undertaking
liot suet essf ul It led eventually
formal treaty In 1002 by which
lar Hiy expected to obtain pos- -

In of the Islands. The price at
lime wis $3,000,000. Tho agree- -

lnv.ccr, was rejected by
lani'h Parliament supposedly

Irh Gorman influence. From
Ito t me the birraining was re-- 1,

b i' p is said that tho sale
llwas blocked by Germany, ai- -
Ih some diplomats declare, that
Ipposltlon came from the Punish
Icracv an opposition which still

The sentiment of the natives
le islands Is for the chance for
lzh Danish Is the official lan- -
Engllsh is generally spoken and

islanders would welcome the
le of the United States, having
for years that prosperity would
le result of such an alliance, and
understood that they are to have

in the ma'tcr.
Mauds Of Value In Wartime.

Ka1 offlrers regard thesn islands
most valuable for any European

rnraont w .ships to quarrel with
United States, and have always

that it wa- - of the highest im- -
Inco from a strategic point of

to keep M em from falling into
T.dly hards. St Thomas has

If the best harbors In Wet Indies,
llockd on three sides surrounded
ills from v.liir-- drift down the
fragran hree?es in tho world,

parse enough to shelter at least
Ihundred ship1!. The Hamhurc- -

Elne have a large coaling
tican t'lis point and did much of
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Dread Disease Which Modern Science Has

Conquered - The Sick Child Pitiful Sigh- t-
How the Disease Conveyed What

to Prevent Contagion.
jITTLE child, a infant infections is a hatch-perha-

from period paralysis any-fiv- o

years where from days,
excellent health. In, average being from a week

Imornlng it found bo flays. There premonitory
way: nnd'slKI1s' naturally
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will very likely
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le tho essontlaJ cause

Icerm of
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kefcller Instltuto in New York
this germ to bo

extraordinarily minute parasite,
bverablo only by "ultra- -
loscopc.
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port' tho islands are. on tho
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in the of tho who
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out an

Tho islands of St. Croix. St.
Thomas and St. John, in tho
of size and
under British, French and
Dutch at various
were first known the name of
the Virgins, being so by Colum-
bus in as he swept on his
way to Pominco. They arc

in though not all
arc fertile.
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lossncss and peovishness a natural-
ly good and quiet child; or apathy
and listlessness in a naturally romp
ing child. Yet even such peculiarity

'may escape, detection; and so,
have observed, a child come down
all of sudden, over night.

Tho disease once established varies
also in its degree of severity, turning
out badly indeed In cases whore
tho inflammation extends from tho
spinal cord as to include the nerve
structures in the neck and tho brain.

so, the hatching period helng '

concluded, a child may first of nil j

have stomach and intestinal trouble,
with either constipation or diarrhoea.
Or inflammation of tho nose and
throat begins tho invasion with
fever, quid: pulse, sweating, headache,
neck nnd baeisache, restlessness,
down tho legs, muscular twltchlngs
and Fensltlveness on being handled.

child 13 likely to cry with tho
slightest symptoms. Parents may
mistake tho beginning of paralysis for
physical weakness or perhaps Jnst

Tho child is now unablo sit
up or to hold up Its head nnd Its
limbs become limp, refusing their
office. Fortunately, thoso symptoms
may In a few days; no actual
paralysis develops; anil a fortnight
completes the recovery. Such Is a
mild caso of Infantilo paralysis,

Such symptoms as those, just
honeycomb-lik- e tissue at '"' "u ""--
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paralysis of n sroup of muscles, in
either or both lowor extremities, less
frequently In tho trunk or arms.
In a week or ten days improvement
Is likely to brgln and to contlnuo until
only a slight paralysis remains, which
may hecomo permanent, especially in
the leg, in tho arms. During
epidemics recovery may, on tho

India towns with tobacco1
shops, Panama hat stores fruit
stands where tropical fruit olfored
at bargain pricc.i. There is a tiny
plaza near tho landing filled with
shade trees and flowers, a delightful
spot and a favorite place for tho off-

icers from foreign hhips to spend their
evenings. In former times of the
bands from the German ships in the
harbor frequently gave a contort 011

the plaza much to tho delight ot the
natives.

In tho rear of the "breathing spot"
stands an old Danish fort dating from
tho seventeenth century a quaint
relic of by-go- days with its obso-
lete cannon. There a few Danish sol-

diers while away time smoking,
playing cards sleeping.

Most of the residents of tho Islanda
live in or near the town as tho visitor
will discover when he climbs to the
top of tho hill, where he may look
over the entire island and sco very
few inhabitants in tho dis-
tricts. Tho view from these hills is
grand in tho extremo they com-
mand not tho Island of St.
Thomas but that of St. Croix to the
south and St. John to the cast. All
about one finds reminders of tho early
occupation when fortifications were
erected against tho raids of pirates

to tho in buccaneers who Infested the wn-S- t.

Thomas' tho town tors ago. of the
is hills old which
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A Pltirul Scene.

When tho inflammation ascends to
tho nocl; tho poor child Is Indeed in a
sad catc. The lower extremities, tho
bladder, rectum, abdomen, mldrllf,

with u thick black beard. Thy
tradition also tellu us that he had
sovent eon wives which ho held pris-
oners in the tower. Thoso women
were all said to be beauties nnd wore
captured from ships ho had raided
from lime to time. Indeed, a spot Is
pointed out where one of Iho most
beautiful of them committed suicide
by leaping from the top of tho tower.
In reality, the structure was prob-
ably a windmill of tho olden limes
and Rcrvcd to grind the sugar cuno
which grew nearby.

On tho opposite hill Is another
tower of similar style which the owner
calls "Bluebeard's Tower," although
there Is 110 evidence to show that the
man of many wives had anything to
do with the place.

Tho Island is replete with beauty
of tropical scenery and just north of
tho harbor, separated from it by a
hilly, narrow cape, is n great harp-shape- d

bay ot the most remarkable
shade of turquole blue water. Its
waves lap a sandy beach beneath nod-
ding palms nnd make it th o real
beauty spot of the Island. Before the
European War when ships from all
parts of the world camo into Char-lott- o

Amelia it was tho favorite picnic
ground for tourists and men from the
ships, and hundreds bathed In its
limpid waters, but today it is deserted
ecept for a few pickaninnies who
play about in its watc- - like so many
ll.--h.

!pii(lo7.ou For Pirates.
A century ago the bay was n famous

rendezvous for pirates who laid in
wait for an opportunity to sally forth
nnd prry upon tho merchantmen
parsing through the C.irrihe'in Sea.
The here W excellent and at
prcrnt fcrnKhej 11k srrcttor p n't of

.

hand, bo complete, even !n pretty Iback, chet anil upper oxtromltlcs nro
uceeMlvoly involved, until thero is

paralyU of the breiUhtna; muscle
and to a fatal Imuo, In All too many
CUI98.

und If novv tl '"(lamination
rcachea the tllBro B parnlytils

the food of tho Inhabitants. A few-dee- r

arc to be found In the hills, but
apart from these thcro is nothing to
attract the hunter. To thoso who
are fond of boating tho bay offers a
charming place for this sport.

Tho population of thirteen thou-

sand are mainly negroes of a good-nature- d

type, who ut present are prac-
tically destitute. Now that commerce
has departed and there Is little agri-
culture to fall back on their condition
is indeed pitiable, and should tho ileal
between Denmark and the United
f'tates go through our Government
will face a relief problem to savo Its
now wards from starvation.

Buy Bum Staple Article.
There is little manufacturing of any

kind except tho bay rum Industry, nnd
this too has boon praotirally ruined
by the war on account of the difficulty
In shipping it to market. This bay
rum, for which St. Thomas is noted,
Is mado by macerating the leaves and
berries of the bay tree with puro new
rum nnd then distilling tho mixture

'by passing It through a "worm." It
Is regarded as the best bay rum in
the world, and is. In fact, tho only
perfect product of that article. In
tho tourist days it was quite the thing
for the visi'.nr to the Islands to bring
home a supply of St. Thomas bay rum.

Sugar Industry Poor.
.Fifty years ago tho sugar industry

of the Islands was an Important one,
bringing in largo rcenue. but 1m-- 1

proved methods of inanufacturo in
'more developed countries and outside
competition proved too much for It

land nni,' in S't. Thomas it is suffering
' from stagnation and decay. The cane
at present grows wild and under prop-- ,
er caro tho industry might bo re-- ,
vived. White people nro few and the
blacks do not know how to help
thimsrlvr-;- . The white men who ro

le there are Danish officials, a few

in tho throat, eyes, face and tongue
squint, difficulty in swallowing and in

peaking, facial paralysis and tho like;
nnd then come deliriums, convulsions
nnd stupor. " Hero also thcro may bo
respiratory paralysis and death. Or
thero may ho recovery, partial or com

plantation overseers and shopkeepers.
The majority ot the hater closed up

the the
The that

shortly nftcFtho beginning tho war States had come to take possession
and left tho Islands, consequently the of the Island, and not until tho shir
Danish West Indies of today are In-- 1 was again on Iho water could they be
habited almost solely by tho black assured that the landing tho shir
man. Tho climate is not conducive In midst was an accident,
to energy and tho ngiicull ural parts This Island is by far tho richest ot

tho Islands have been gradually the three nnd several splendid planta-goln- g

to waste. ' tlons are owned by Americans. Tha
One of the sights of tho town dur- - Island of St. Croix has long been mom

lug the tourist days was watching the j American than Danish a- - Its trade hss
women coal ships, for this was done been with tho United States Instead
almost wholly by women who could of with Denmurk. It possesses ad-car-

a bushel basket coal nicely mlrnlile roads, some following closo
balanced on their heads with nppar-'t- o the edges of tho coast and afford-o- nt

ease. Another sight familiar to r - glimpses of beautiful bathing
tho tourists was the exfiertness ot the ' , hes where huge piles of pink
swimmers boys who swam out to co U'h shells may be seen ready to ho
meet Incoming vessels and who would burnt for Other highways lead
dive, for coins thrown pverboard by the to the hills and to the various sugar
passengers catching the coin before and pineapple plantations, whllo the
It had sunk six feet In tho water, most attractive of all runs between
Although tho water about St. Thomas the cities of Christlanstcd and Fred-I- s

Infested wttli sharks the natives erlksted. All along this road one sees
have no fear of them and the diving the old ruined windmills onco used
boys will actually swim among tho sen to grind the sugarcane. Today Arner-monste- rs

and chaso them away from 'lean made machinery does the. work
tho ships. There is no record of one '

and the tall chimnevs tho sugar
these boys being injured at the t,is ,lso the cane.

game.
St. John Mauri.

St, John Island, too, has been prac-
tically over to the blacks al-
though Its rare tropical beauty de-

serves a better fate. Coral Bay has

erect

their

lime.

amid
High Colonics.

the
Undo

years

tho reputation of being hurricane j.--
,, 000,000 in HI02 to $25,000,000 In

prooi ana nns goon ancnornge places lr) tr, goes show that even tho cost
In deep Uko Thomas, it c0n,.s i,as kept pace the hlch

onco tho rendezvous C0!)t nVing. Years ago when
whose existence hero at one time Is , yTnltoil States began to acquire lan 1,

shown by the rusty cannon scattered ? 5i0on.nnrt for Louisiana nnd several
over the Island in fortifications whlchlotllPr states thought extrav- -
nave now iniicn into decay. ' pant price. After the Civil War Unci
woods of John are literally nlivo,f!am i,0ught Alaska $7,200,000- - a
with birds wild pigeons, doves and
gaily tinted humming birds predom
inating.

St. CroU.
Tho Island of St. Croix so

named by Christopher Columbus
when he came through the Carribcan
in 1193 on his second voyage. It has
a population of twenty-fiv- e thousand

mostly blacks, but with a larger
sprinkling ot whites than are to be
found tho other Islands. Most of
the planters arc ot Irish extraction
nnd they make rum nnd sugar, using
the most improved machinery. I.Ike
St. Thomas, tho people have chosen
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negroes speak a i advantageous

mixed. 'Thomas excellence of
Thcre two on Island ' recognized blockado
Christlanstcd east, Fred- - runners during Civil War

erlksted the frequently made it their redczvous.
latter in United It has often been called Gilbral'ar

i Statesfrlgate Monongahela went ashoro owing
a After storm pregnabllity irrespective fortiflca- -

standing tlons.
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Weather Halts Disease,
coming of is like-

ly to diminish tho nt in- -
paralysis; then, lo-

calities whero it physi-
cians should

up to and after manhood woman-- I bo most watchful, so ,n
hood. ,0 safeguard the community against

rerlllTCce of tho epidemic.
There have in tho past been several

The aftermath is indeed a mclan- - epidemics among our people In
choly one. I have children with j i SS0 nnd 1S9:. in New Orleans, a'extremities so shriveled as to bo hard-- I various times in Cuba, frequently inly than the leg of a kitchen Europe. But this disease did not

nnd with not much shape tract general notico
to them legs so distorted that the since which at
heels were whero the toes should be hv0 reported in tho United
and tho back- -

According to virulenco of the have escaped detection and reglstra-epidemi- c

flvo to beyond twenty
of these pathetic sufferers

whilst three-fourth- s of tho sur
vlvors are in greater or less degree deinlc in summer of 1907crippled for life.

Wo have here, then, a disease which
should give all tho most
concern. If thcro seems ho any-
thing at all out of the way ono's
child a doctor must he at onco.
And ho will distinguish this disease
from influeiun, typhoid fever, rheu-
matism, meningitis nnd tho acute
fevers generally.
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Atlantic especial-
ly In tho parts of New York

many immigrants
our since,
tho of outbreaks nmnng our

seem to have en in-
creasing in epidemic of 1910
twenty-on- e States were represented,
as ns and

as nnd
as Massachusetts and

is as no antitoxin
tho stricken child should serum, or prevcnMve
In nn room, well ventilated, of infantile paralysis. is thcr"e
freo needless and any other established curativo agent
screened from and other The medicines given are nddrcsscd
For slnco flies transmit the germs of, to tho symptoms and this respect
many other diseases, why not give much relief. Much depends upon
that of Infantilo paralysis? Only the given to a patient and the

and t It o nurso should go ' forts made to prevent tho permanent
and out room. stools, crippling thoso who not
urlno and secretions from tho nose! A large majority cases d

mouth must carefully riisin- - fantilo paralysis have occurred In
as In fever fori families Instruction In hygiene

an in 1 solution
carbolic acid), Individual eating
utensils should by tho patient
nnd tho nurse; and theso should

returned to family until they
have, been thoroughly boiled (for
fifteen minutes, least); same

should applied milk
bottles or other objects which could

any havo como
infected porson,

All domentle animals ex-

cluded from the sick room;
house nnd premises kept
clean, dust-fre- e and sanitary pos-
sible. Every caso must
reported health officer,
who promptly quar-
antine and maintain the at
twenty-on- o

houses
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tho
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the were
along tho seaboard,

and Bos-
ton, whero optr

country. Every summer
number

people would
tho

widely divergent Colorado
Connecticut, Delawnro Idaho,

Oregon.
There yet assured

Isolated either curative
upper Nor

furnituro
flies Insects,

nlso
the caro

the sick The die.
tho

fectod, typhoid (kept whero

not

way

nnd

should establish

and sanitation Is needed. This is now-
supplied by accomplished and

physicians In manv news-
papers. One should also apply to
one's local health authorities for in-

structive leaflets regarding infantile
paralysis.

In Now York during tho present
epidemic, children aro vigorously ex-

cluded from moving plcturo houses;
and picnics and othor gatherings art
for the tinio boing discontinued. Th
clti7.on Is expected to aid tho health
authorities thoso who obey sanitary
laws, to instruct their neighbors who
do not. All are made to feel, for the
common welfare, how Important is
cleanliness, nnd how safety is espe-ciall- y

promoted by the disinfection of
household refuse. .


